Compassion, Not Condemnation 



I've touched upon this before, but I'd like to talk a bit more about the 
purpose in recognizing that we are all still sinners, just saved by grace. It is 
vitally important that this matter is settled in our hearts because it has a direct 
effect on both our attitudes towards and the way we treat other sinners. 

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin. 
Hebrews 4:15 (KJV)© 

The greatest act of love in the universe was done just for you and me, and one of the reasons was so that God 
could completely relate to the human experience firsthand via His son Jesus Christ, so that man could never say 
that God cannot relate to or understand our struggles. Jesus left the complete peace and safety of paradise and 
lived for thirty three years on this planet ruled by Satan, just for us! So He could know what it is like to undergo 
temptation and weakness and every other human frailty. Christ's deep compassion for the sinner comes from that 
act of love. 

Christ experienced the sin nature, but never sinned. He lived on this earth to experience the sin nature, yet we try 
so desperately to deny and forget it. We need to start looking at our inherent sin nature as a common point of 
reference with other sinners. We need to use it to relate to and have compassion for sinners, just as Jesus did. 

When we as Christians look at others, whether they be believers or not, what we should see is our common 
struggle with the flesh By the standards of some I may have lived a sheltered life. I may have never sold my 
body, dealt drugs or murdered anyone, but recognizing my own inherent sinful nature is what gives me 
compassion for other sinners, regardless of the form that their sin takes. 

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from 
being king. 

1 Samuel 15:23 (KJV) I 

One of the benefits of living an examined life is the revelation of this truth. No Christian living an examined life 
could ever bring another person into condemnation, this is why Christ so relentlessly reviled the hypocrites who 
judged others in scripture. Only a complete hypocrite could condemn another person for sinning when we are all 
in fact sinners. 

An important thing about ministering to and praying for others is that it keeps us focused on the awful reality that 
without Christ multitudes are going to bum for eternity. When God gives us a heart for others the reality of the 
wages of sin serves as a constant reminder not only to pray for them, but of where we once were headed but for 
the grace of God. 

With this knowledge of our own frailties in mind we are still required to warn others within and without of God's 
impending judgment of the world. We must still condemn every false doctrine and sin, but at the same time be 




mindful that we are dealing with a fellow sinner who doesn't need condemnation from us, but to repent to God. 

When this truth is fueled by that compassion and love we can realty make a difference for Christ's kingdom We 
can boldfy tell others: 'You are on the path to destruction, but I know a way out. Once I was where you are now 
myself, so I understand. Let me pray with you. Let me show you what God has done for me and how you can 
have victory in this area.". This applies regardless of whether we are speaking to the unbeliever or a brother 
struggling in an area of their walk with a besetting sin. 

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
2 Timothy 3:12 (KJV)© 

For all our precautions don't think for a moment that we will avoid persecution. We will be misunderstood, 
ridiculed even hated by some. It is a labor of love that is without much if any reward this side of Heaven. But it is 
essential both for the salvation of others and even our own. 

It is of vital importance that when we speak to others who are struggling that we make every effort to leave them 
the impression that we are there to help, not condemn. Old Slewfoot will work hard to twist our true intentions in 
the minds of others. He will whisper to them that you think you are better than they are. He will stir up a spirit of 
pride in them We should not cease from warning, but we must use wisdom in the timing and be sure to pray and 
fast for the particular person before we engage them We should do it in person and in private whenever 
appropriate. 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
Hebrews 10:31 (KJV) © 

It is so easy to get into a comfort zone with God, a place where we forget just how sinful we are capable of 
being and how unworthy we remain. We know all about God's love, but the fear of God can so easily be 
forgotten. We get comfort by contemplating His love for us, as we should, but never take the time to rum our 
thoughts to and sober our minds with the realization of what it means to "fall into the hands of the living God" 



